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Sports & Entertainment Beat

The Business of Show Business: Kevin Hart’s
Tequila Hits $200M, YouTube Arms
Celebrities Against DeepFakes and the

Yankees Push for a New Look on the Road
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Welcome back to the Spotlight! The biggest drama currently unfolding in Hollywood is not one that you can
see in theatres (or what's left of them), but is rather focused on the pending $111 billion merger between
Paramount Global and Warner Bros. Discovery (WBD). Although WBD shareholders overwhelmingly
approved over the transaction this week, there are still several hurdles for the transaction to clear before it
is finalized. Still, many are expressing their opposition to the merger citing concerns about the wide-ranging
impacts of the transaction. Indeed as of this writing, over 4,000 industry figures (from A-listers to below-
the-line personnel) have signed a petition aimed at blocking the merger and forestalling what they
anticipate will be layoffs (or as some might call it "synergy" and "efficiency"), fewer TV shows and movies
being made (albeit with bigger budgets) and higher costs for consumers - that's to say nothing of the
broader concern about one company having such a massive influence over what people can watch and
what gets greenlit. This big budget saga is far from over, and time will tell whether regulators decide to
block the deal on antitrust grounds. Until then, get your popcorn ready.

o Hitting $200 million in retail sales in just three years, Comedian Kevin Hart's Tequila Brand Gran
Coramino is experiencing significant growth-which is more than can be said for Kevin Hart.

e YouTube rolls out DeepFake Al detection to Hollywood, allowing celebrities to police content that may
make unauthorized use of their likenesses. The service is being offered for free, presumably because of
the ease with which one can spot a fake in Hollywood.

e New York Yankees players have formally requested that the team approve the use of alternate, blue
jerseys with gray lettering for games played on the road (rather than the gray with navy lettering that
they have historically used when not in their home white with navy pinstripes). Meanwhile New York Mets
players were considering invisibility cloaks in the midst of their recent 12 game losing streak.

Endorsement Deals, Sponsorships & Investments

L Catterton and Patricof Co Announce Formation of CHAMP
April 23,2026 via PR Newswire
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Shaquille O'Neal Is No Longer Endorsing Papa Johns
April 22,2026 via Franchise Times

Timothée Chalamet Takes Minority Stake in Watchmaker Urban Jlrgensen
April 22,2026 via Women’s Wear Daily

Behind the Celebrity Spirits: People, Stories & Strategy
April 21, 2026 via The Spirits Business

Haslams Paying $205M Fee to Bring NWSL Expansion Team to Columbus
April 21, 2026 via Sports Business Journal

UEG Expands in Celebrity Brand Building With Business Ventures Division
April 20, 2026 via Hollywood Reporter

Collegiate Licensing Company Parent Acquired by TPG Private Equity Firm
April 20,2026 via SGB

Former Adidas Executive Sues Company for Alleged Gender Discrimination
April 20, 2026 via People

Kevin Hart’s Tequila Brand Gran Coramino Has Reportedly Generated $200M In Total Retail Sales
February 10, 2026 via AfroTech

Sports

Yankees’' 120-Year Tradition in Jeopardy as Players Pitch Idea of Alternate Road Jersey
April 22, 2026 via Fox

2026 FIFA World Cup Projected to Provide $850 Million in US Advertising Revenue
April 21,2026 via Yahoo!

Can LIV Golf Continue Without the Saudi PIF? That's the Billion-Dollar Question
April 20, 2026 via Sports lllustrated

Georgia Defies the NIL Exodus, Bringing Back the SEC's Most Starting Talent in 2026
April 17,2026 via NBC

Fim&TV
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'Clueless' Sequel Series With Alicia Silverstone No Longer in Development at Peacock
April 23,2026 via Variety

Hollywood Petition to Block Paramount-Warner Bros. Merger Tops 4,000 Names as Robert De Niro, Sofia

Coppola, Holly Hunter and More Join the Fight
April 23,2026 via Variety

Magnolia Pictures Acquires Dave Boyle's Japanese Horror Film 'Never After Dark'
April 22,2026 via Variety

YouTube is Coming for Celebrity Deepfakes with New Al Likeness Detection Tech
April 21, 2026 via Digital Trends News

College Football Can Triple TV Revenue by 2034-35 if Media Rights Centralize
April 20, 2026 via Awful Announcing
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