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Welcome back to the Spotlight! After an exciting Game 3 of the American League Division
Series in which Aaron Judge hit a memorable, almost impossible game-tying home run to help
propel the New York Yankees to a comeback victory over the Toronto Blue Jays on Tuesday
night, the Yankees showed a glimmer of hope that they could mount a comeback and win two
more games to advance to the next round of the MLB postseason. Sure enough, aided by the
Toronto Blue Jays' unorthodox decision to swap out their baseball bats for pool noodles and
to wear cinderblock cleats, the Yankees had a resounding Game 4 victory on Wednesday

night to set up a decisive Game 5 tonight in Toronto.

OK, so that part didn't actually happen in real life (the Yankees were eliminated in Game 4
after the Yankees' bats might as well have been pool noodles), but it did appear to happen
with the aid of OpenAl's new hyper-realistic Sora 2 video generation Al model. The absurdity
of my account of Game 4 undoubtedly provided a big hint that it was contrived. But, what
happens when the model gets so advanced, and the absurdity gets removed? People will
have an exceedingly difficult time separating fact from fiction and the individuals depicted in
these videos may find themselves losing control of their personas. That is exactly why
Hollywood's talent agencies have voiced concern over the technology-with WME going so far
as to opt-out from having their talent's likenesses licensed for use by Sora 2. It will be
interesting to see whether OpenAl puts safeguards in place to protect brands' and individuals'

intellectual property from unauthorized exploitation by Sora 2. But for now, | think I'll try to
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create a video of me at the New York Yankees' ticker tape parade that never was.

e LeBron James teased a "Second Decision" making light of his infamous 2010 television special
surrounding his NBA free agency in which he announced he would be signing with the Miami Heat. This
time around, the "Decision" turned out to be an endorsement for Hennessy Cognac. Incidentally, for New
York Knicks fans like myself, the initial Decision was also taken as an endorsement of liquor.

¢ Innovative Artists Entertainment signs 6'10" NBA Hall of Famer Dwight Howard for representing himin
broadcasting opportunities. In a related story, Innovative Artists Entertainment signs a purchase order
for larger door frames.

e This year's selection of Puerto Rican recording artist Bad Bunny Super Bow!| Halftime Show has roiled
many to the point that Conservative organization Turning Point USA will be counterprogramming the
halftime show. In other words, halftime will be as much about the divide between the first and second
halves of a football game as it will be about the divide between Americans.

For inquiries and/or unabashed compliments, please feel free to contact me at
josh.bloomgarden@foster.com or add me on LinkedIn.

Endorsement Deals, Sponsorships & Investments

Cristiano Ronaldo Becomes Football's First Billionaire, Edging Past Messi - Here's How He Did It
October 8, 2025 via Economic Times

Jake Paul Opts In to Sora 2, and Chaos Follows
October 8, 2025 via HollywoodReporter

Sora Promises 'Unprecedented Realism' in Al-Generated Videos - Talent Giant WME Just Opted Out Its
Entire Roster
October 8, 2025 via Music Business Worldwide

Glen Powell Just Pulled Off His Hardest Stunt Ever: Successfully Launching His Smash Kitchen Brand in
Walmart
October 7, 2025 via Fast Co Design

LeBron James’ ‘Decision’ Announcement was Simply an Ad for Hennessy
October 7, 2025 via Columbus Dispatch

DBGI Outlines Expansion Plan for the Estimated $36 Billion NIL College Apparel Market with Yea
Alabama Partnership as Foothold
October 6, 2025 via GlobeNewswire

Comerica Park to be Renamed in Bank Deal. Here's When it Could Happen
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October 6, 2025 via Oakland Press

Judge Dismisses Class Action Lawsuit Against Yuga Labs Naming Celebrities Who Promoted Bored
Ape Yacht Club NFTs
October 6, 2025 via ArtNews

Travis Kelce Fans Noticed Something Familiar in Logo of Trump Granddaughter’'s Merch
October 3, 2025 via MSN

$10,000 Tickets, Bourbon Deals: Colleges Hunt Revenue to Pay Athletes
October 3, 2025 via Bloomberg

Sports

The Fight for the Future of Women's Basketball
October 5, 2025 via New Yorker

Music Biz

Taylor Swift Breaks Adele's Record for Biggest Album in a Single Week, Passing the 3.5 Million Units
Mark
October 8, 2025 via Variety

Anthropic Must Face Music Publishers' Copyright Claims After Judge Denies Dismissal Motion
October 7, 2025 via Music Business Worldwide

Fiim&TV

Mark Sanchez: Lawsuit Naming Fox Network Contains New Allegations
October 7, 2025 via Heavy

Disney Acquires Rights to 'Impossible Creatures' Book Series from Acclaimed Author Katherine

Rundell
October 7, 2025 via The Walt Disney Company

Dwight Howard Signs With Innovative Artists
October 7, 2025 via HollywoodReporter

Jim Cramer Suggests Paramount Skydance and WBD Could Form Dominant Studio Business
October 5, 2025 via Insider Monkey Blog
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MPA Chief: OpenAl "Needs to Take Immediate and Decisive Action" to Prevent IP Infringement On
Sora
September 3, 2019 via HollywoodReporter
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