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Welcome back to the Spotlight! Before the New York Knicks' NBA title defense tipped off this past
Tuesday night, as is tradition, the team's months-long celebration culminated in a pre-game ceremony that

saw their championship banner raised to the rafters of Madison Square Garden. The cathartic spectacle for
those who have waited a lifetime to see the team back on top after 53 long years was also highlighted by
the distribution of opulent, intricately-detailed championship rings distributed to players, coaches and
members of the Knicks front office. Designed by renowned jeweler Jason of Beverly Hills, each ring was
crafted from white gold and features symbolic engravings, nearly 800 diamonds and blue sapphires
totaling 22 carats, all positioned and selected in a manner replete with hidden meanings paying homage to
the Knicks' championship run.

The most remarkable feature is a groundbreaking mechanical design that raises a miniature Madison
Square Garden from the ring, while the removable top and twisting band reveal a replica of the arena's
ceiling, lower bowl and basketball court. Like the rings themselves, there were more details surrounding the
ring distribution (or lack thereof) than what met the eye-tarnishing for some what should have been an
otherwise golden celebration (that's to say nothing of the poor shooting that led to a defeat at the hands of
the Philadelphia 76ers).

For one thing, the Knicks assistant coaches received an empty ring box since their rings reportedly still
needed to be fitted-you know, not that there's been any time to do that in the past 4.5 months. Additionally,
Madison Square Garden employees reportedly received an email offer to claim their own championship
rings, only to later find out that the email was just an internally-designed test of their ability to spot phishing
attempts. Those who clicked the link in the email were not awarded with jewelry, but rather a mandatory
cybersecurity training course. Seems like six of one, half a dozen of the other to me. Oh, welll The party was
fun while it lasted-maybe we can cap it off with a little more tact next time around?

¢ Retired NFL Quarterback Russell Wilson and Grammy-winning wife Ciara invest in wearable bio-tracking
company, QALO. Ideally, the company's products will be able to track movements beyond a 3 step drop
oral, 2 step.

e Tasked with serving as the NFL's Super Bowl Halftime show strategist through his company Roc Nation,
multi-hyphenate rapper and entrepreneur Jay-Z reportedly did a deep dive to select the performer for
this year's Super Bowl...(check notes)...Jay-Z. Meanwhile, another multi-hyphenate rapper, Kid Cudi is
writing, directing and starring in a biopic on the life of late New York City artist, Jean-Michel Basquiat. |
guess the lesson from Jay-Z and Cudi alike is to always bet on yourself.
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e Actor Mark Wahlberg is launching a new affordable gym concept called Municipal Gym - a perfect
complement to Mark and his brothers' Wahlburgers fast food chain. It really is all about balance.
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Why Women's Football Leagues Are Attracting More Investment
October 22, 2026 via South Florida Reporter

Frost Bank Becomes Official Bank of the Houston Rockets and Houston Comets
October 22,2026 via PR Newswire

Retired NFL Star Jason Kelce and Wife Kylie Announce New Holiday Brand Partnership
October 22, 2026 via Yahoo! News

Falcons, Outkast Team Up for "ATLiens" Collection
October 22, 2026 via CBS News

Russell Wilson and Ciara Join Wearable Health Brand QALO as Co-Owners and Investors
October 20, 2026 via LancasterOnline

Robert Downey Jr. Signs On as Pitchman for Snap's $2,200 Specs AR Glasses
October 20, 2026 via Variety

Atlanta Falcons Add Arctos as Limited Partner
October 20, 2026 via Atlanta Falcons

NFL Launches Bigger, Richer Investment Platform
October 20, 2026 via Sportico

'I've Never Had a Real Job'": Shaq Talks Building His Brand Through Ads, and Says He Hates 'Wealthy
Athletes' Who Show Off. It 'Makes Me Sick'
October 19, 2026 via Yahoo! News

Mark Wahlberg Wants to Take on the Longevity-Startup Crowd With an Affordable Gym Concept
October 17,2026 via TechCrunch

Sports

Can Ezekiel Elliott Keep His NIL Lawsuit Alive? NCAA Says No
October 21,2026 via Sportico
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Die-Hard Sports Fandom Has Reached the Afterlife
October 21, 2026 via Front Office Sports

Celebrities Turn Out in Force for Knicks' Banner Night - With One Notable Absence
October 21,2026 via New York Post

NFL in Paris: League Eyes Big Debut as Steelers-Saints Game Comes Amid Security Concerns
October 20, 2026 via LancasterOnline

Women's Flag Football on Track to Become NCAA Championship Sport by 2028
October 19, 2026 via WishTV.com

ESPN Will Reportedly Pay Additional $345 Million Annually for Expanded College Football Playoff
October 17,2026 via Awful Announcing

Music Biz

Wiz Khalifa Signs With 10K Projects
October 22,2026 via Variety

'Human Made, Human Paid": The Largest U.S. Musicians Union Is Demanding Al Protections
October 20, 2026 via Rolling Stone Magazine

Jay-Z Looks to Have Picked Jay-Z to Headline 2027 Super Bow! Halftime Show
October 20, 2026 via Deadline

Fim&TV

Matt Friend Joins Prime Video's 'Thursday Night Football' Postgame Show
October 22, 2026 via Deadline

Final James Bond Screen Tests to Take Place Over Next Week as Amazon Nears Naming The Next 007 -
The Dish
October 22, 2026 via Deadline

JJ Watt Named CBS Sports' New Lead NFL Analyst in Multiyear Deal
October 22,2026 via Variety

Derrick Rose Embraces Filmmaking in His Post-Hoops Second Act
October 22,2026 via Chicago Sun-Times
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Tilly Norwood Tells All
October 21,2026 via Adweek

Heath Ledger and James Avery Honored by Former Co-Stars on 'Dancing With the Stars'
October 21,2026 via NBC News

Kid Cudi to Star as Jean-Michel Basquiat in Self-Written and Directed Film 'Jean'
October 21,2026 via Variety

Former A24 Docs Chief Joins 'Oasis: Don't Look Back In Anger' Outfit Magna Studios
October 20, 2026 via Deadline

Emerging Sports

UC Berkeley's New Twitch Studio Gives Student-Athletes a Place to Build Their Audiences
October 20, 2026 via Mashable!

Posted in Sports & Entertainment Spotlight

Authored by

Joshua A. Bloomgarden

Principal|New York

212.965.4529 josh.bloomgarden@foster.com

© 2026 Foster Garvey PC. All Rights Reserved.


https://www.adweek.com/media/tilly-norwood-tells-all/
https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/pop-culture-news/heath-ledger-james-avery-honored-co-stars-dancing-stars-rcna603772
https://variety.com/2026/film/news/kid-cudi-to-star-jean-michel-basquiat-film-1236919008/
https://deadline.com/2026/10/a24-docs-chief-nicole-stott-magna-studios-oasis-anger-1237168380/
https://mashable.com/life/uc-berkeley-cal-twitch-studio-student-athletes-nil
https://www.foster.com/category/sports-entertainment-spotlight/
https://www.foster.com/people/joshua-bloomgarden/

