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Lofty Aspiration(s), Loftier Penalties
09.04.26  
Welcome back to the Spotlight! In the sports and entertainment industry, as in life, an aspiration is a
prerequisite to a successful career. An aspiration is what drives them to dedicate themselves to their craft
on their journey forward to reach their goals. For many, the aspiration is not only to reach the top of their
field and create their own legacy, but also to land lucrative endorsement deals along the way. Team owners
have their own aspirations of their team winning a championship. Unfortunately, in some cases, well-
intentioned aspirations sometimes push people to act unethically and try to bend the rules along the way. 

Such was the case in the recent saga of the NBA's Los Angeles Clippers and their All-Star Forward Kawhi
Leonard. Indeed, a recent investigation (spurred by reporting of sports journalist Pablo Torre) found that in
an effort to skirt the NBA's salary cap rules so as to sign Leonard - a top talent in the league - while still
having enough cap space to sign an impressive supporting cast, the Clippers' front office arranged for
Leonard to sign sham, multimillion dollar endorsement deals with a number of companies including a
company called..."Aspiration." The NBA's harsh punishment for the Aspiration scheme must have been met
with exasperation, as owner Steve Ballmer was fined $30 million and he and several other members of the
Clippers organization were suspended and the Clippers forfeited five future first round draft picks. For his
part, Leonard was only fined $700,000 - a drop in the pan compared to the overall value of his deal-both
above the table and below. Suffice it to say, the NBA made an example out of the actors involved, as their
aspirations landed them in hot water.

"Wonder Woman" actor Gal Gadot's better-for-you boxed macaroni & cheese brand, Goodles gets
acquired by Barilla Foods, as she cashes out for an undisclosed, forcing us to wonder how much that
woman made.
Buffalo Bills Quarterback Josh Allen teams up with Skydance Sports to launch his media venture, "Out of
Pocket Studios." To clear up any confusion for Bills fans following Allen's off-the-field activities, the term
"breakage" refers to money set aside to cover anticipated budget overages-not what happens to plastic
tables at a tailgate.
Recently retired NBA point guard Russell Westbrook trades the backboard for the boardroom, as he joins
upstart Men's and Women's basketball league, Project B as a founder, director and Chief Strategy
Officer.

Endorsement Deals, Sponsorships & Investments

Pansports Strikes Landmark John Legend x Bang & Olufsen Partnership
September 2, 2026 via Music Week
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Russell Westbrook Joins Board of Basketball League Project B
September 2, 2026 via ESPN

MrBeast Partners With Gemini to Turn Impossibly Big Ideas Into Reality
September 2, 2026 via Google Blog

Shaquille O’Neal, Authentic Brands & TNT Sports’ DUNKMAN to Expand in 2027, Introducing Team
Competitions, Junior Division & Global Regional Qualifiers Series
September 2, 2026 via PR Newswire

Taylor Swift, Travis Kelce’s Dog in Tommy Hilfiger Ad After Florida Sighting
September 1, 2026 via Yahoo! News

Nike Exploring Formula 1 Comeback After 24-Year Absence
September 1, 2026 via SGB Media

Arte Moreno Era Officially Over as Angels Sell to Rams Owner Stan Kroenke for $4B
September 1, 2026 via Fox News

Deloitte Teams With Billie Jean King to Help Grow the Next Generation of Leaders Through Women’s
Sports
September 1, 2026 via PR Newswire

Angels Deal Marks a $30 Billion Summer for U.S. Team Sales
September 1, 2026 via Sportico

Meta's $18 Billion Settlement Sends Warning to Sports Betting Apps
September 1, 2026 via Sportico

Druski Stars in New PrizePicks Commercial Series for the Upcoming Football Season
August 31, 2026 via PR Newswire

Reebok Names Hilary Duff Latest Ambassador
August 31, 2026 via Women’s Wear Daily

Oppenheimer Welcomes Joel Berry II and Expands North Carolina Private Client Team Focused on
Advising Athletes
August 31, 2026 via PR Newswire

Casino Logos Are Coming to College Football Jerseys This Season
August 31, 2026 via Casino.Org

Who Is Behind Monarch Collective? The 10,000-Fan Bet That Changed Women’s Soccer Investment
August 31, 2026 via The Athletic
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World's Best Tennis Players Glam Up for US Open, Wearing Gems Worth Up to $150K
August 29, 2026 via New York Post

US Open Sponsors Pivot From Endorsement Deals To Immersive Experiences
August 29, 2026 via Forbes

Jeanie Buss Mounts Case Against Siblings to Remain Lakers Owner
August 28, 2026 via Sportico

Sports

The Fix Is Not In: Can Sports Gambling's Trust Crisis Be Solved?
September 3, 2026 via Hollywood Reporter

NBA Levies Astonishing Penalty Against Clippers Over Cap Circumvention Involving Steve Ballmer, Kawhi
Leonard
September 2, 2026 via Fox News

LOVB Owner Defends WNBA's Caitlin Clark Handling, Sees Women's Sports as Investment Opportunity
September 1, 2026 via Fox News

Making Sense of NCAA Eligibility Legal Chaos
August 29, 2026 via Sportico

Music Biz

Jason Isbell Claims Suno Used Artists' Identities to Train AI 'Without Consent' in New Lawsuit
September 1, 2026 via Rolling Stone

Tupac's Murder Finally Has a Guilty Verdict. But the Mystery Isn't Over
September 1, 2026 via Hollywood Reporter

Soundplate Acquires AI Music-Mastering Company Stemmer
September 1, 2026 via Musically

Who's Afraid of A.I. Music?
August 31, 2026 via Gazer Daily

Barclays Analysis: Major Record Labels Narrow Streaming Growth Gap With Spotify
August 29, 2026 via Yahoo Finance
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Atlanta Producer Jermaine Dupri Drops Royalty Lawsuit Against Sony
August 29, 2026 via Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Sony and Warner Music Sue Anthropic, Alleging Theft of Intellectual Property
August 29, 2026 via Gizmodo

Film & TV

Jason Isbell Claims Suno Used Artists' Identities to Train AI 'Without Consent' in New Lawsuit
September 1, 2026 via Rolling Stone
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September 1, 2026 via Hollywood Reporter
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Barclays Analysis: Major Record Labels Narrow Streaming Growth Gap With Spotify
August 29, 2026 via Yahoo Finance
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