
Liquor & Cannabis Law

Emergency Moratorium in Unincorporated
King County
05.04.16 01.07.26 

In a surprise move, the Metropolitan King County Council imposed a four-month moratorium on accepting
or issuing permits for marijuana growers, processors, and retailers. The moratorium took effect Monday,
April 25th, and will be subject to a public hearing within 60 days. No statement clearly outlining the primary
concern regarding legal marijuana businesses has been issued by the council. Although Council member
Reagan Dunn, who represents rural areas, "likened the lack of restrictions on growers and processors in the
county's rural residential areas to the "wild West.""

As way of reminder, while marijuana is legal in Washington, cities, towns, and counties can still ban
marijuana sales and production. Also as way of reminder, unincorporated areas of King County are those
areas outside of any city within King County. Such areas, cover 82 percent of King County's land area.

The Seattle Times article is available here: http://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/marijuana/with-no-
notice-king-county-slaps-ban-on-pot-businesses/
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