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Foster Garvey today announces Ralph A. Simmons has joined
the firm’s Business & Corporate Finance and Food & Beverage
practices as Of Counsel. Ralph brings more than four decades of
diverse legal insight to bear, including extensive federal and
state regulatory experience, having previously served as a
senior policy analyst for the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
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Ralph has advised countless corporations and trade associations
with respect to federal, state and international legal and
regulatory compliance. He played a leading role in the adoption
and implementation of legislation and regulations, creating the
Food-Contact Substance Notification process and streamlining
the FDA process for approving food packaging while ensuring
the safety of the packaged food. Prior to his work for the FDA,
Ralph spent more than 20 years in firm leadership at Keller and
Heckman, LLP in Washington, D.C. There, he led a team of 25
lawyers and food scientists focused on FDA and international
regulation of food packaging while also serving as managing
partner and as a member of the firm’s management committee.
“Our number one goal is to help protect and advance our clients’
business interests through highly credible, best-in-class counsel
and strategic guidance,” said Hillary Hughes, leader of Foster
Garvey’s Business & Corporate Finance and Food & Beverage
practices. “As we grow our team, we are confident Ralph’s
leadership and experience will offer our clients insight that only a
former regulator can provide, and informed strategies to help
them achieve their goals within the evolving regulatory
framework for food, beverage, supplements and cosmetic
products. We are pleased to welcome him to the firm.”
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Ralph is a graduate of the University of Virginia School of Law and Princeton University’s
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs. In addition to his professional
experience, he is a pro bono lawyer for Legal Counsel for the Elderly, and he has served as a
judge for the American Mock Trial Association and DC Bar Moot Court Colleague
Competitions.

foster.com

