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M.I.A. Says Kid Cudi Fired Her To Boost Tour Ticket
Sales
By Lauren Berg

Law360 (June 1, 2026, 8:55 PM EDT) -- British-Sri Lankan artist M.I.A. claims in a new lawsuit that 
American rapper Kid Cudi used controversial statements she made on stage as an excuse to kick her 
off his tour in an effort to increase ticket sales, costing her a $2.8 million contract with Live Nation.

Mathangi "Maya" Arulpragasam, known professionally as M.I.A., says Scott Ramon Seguro Mescudi, 
who performs as Kid Cudi, knew exactly what her politics were when he invited her to join "Kid Cudi 
Presents: The Rebel Ragers Tour," and her contract with the tour's promoter, Live Nation Worldwide 
Inc., cemented her freedom to say whatever she wanted on stage, according to the May 29 complaint 
filed in California federal court.

While Kid Cudi "portrayed himself as an aggrieved headliner forced to protect his fans from an out-of-
control support act," M.I.A. says she was "terminated to generate publicity for the tour, which has 
struggled with ticket sales."

During the tour's fourth show in Dallas, Texas, M.I.A., 50, talked about why she could not perform 
her song "Illygirl" — which is pronounced like the word "illegal" — telling the crowd that "some of you 
could be in the audience," according to the suit.

When her remark drew boos and backlash from the audience, M.I.A. tried to clarify her comment, 
saying, "Alright, I am illegal. Half of my team are not here because they didn't get the visa, okay? I 
want you to know that," the complaint states.

M.I.A., who was born in London and raised in Sri Lanka until her family was forced to return to the 
United Kingdom as refugees amid the Sri Lankan Civil War, also made comments on stage about 
being "cancelled for being a Republican voting American." The singer endorsed Donald Trump's 
presidential campaign in 2024 and has since continued her support for his administration.

Following the Dallas performance, Kid Cudi instructed Live Nation to cut M.I.A. from the remaining 29 
shows on the tour and issued a statement on social media telling fans that his management had 
explicitly told her team beforehand that the rapper "didn't want anything offensive at my shows," the 
suit states.

Kid Cudi said in his statement that he had been "flooded with messages from fans that were upset by 
[M.I.A.'s] rants," according to the complaint. Expressing disappointment, the rapper added, "I won't 
have someone on my tour making offensive remarks that upsets my fanbase."

But M.I.A. contends that this statement "is riddled with falsehoods," noting in her complaint that Kid 
Cudi knew about her "politically vocal reputation" and that her contract with Live Nation gives her 
company, Neet Touring LLP, full creative control over her performances.

Instead, the rapper's "motivations are purely commercial," according to the complaint, which notes 
that Kid Cudi has had to cancel one tour date because of low ticket sales. M.I.A. says he has tried to 
"cancel" her in an effort to drum up publicity and ticket sales.

"M.I.A. has incurred substantial damages and reputational harm due to Kid Cudi's directing Live 
Nation to fire her," the suit states. "Not only is she owed the full guarantee, but she has also lost 
merchandise sales and VIP package sales from the remainder of the tour."



Since she was kicked off the tour, M.I.A. says she lost a $290,000-plus private party gig, an offer for
a merchandise pop up in Los Angeles and other opportunities. She also claims she and her son have
received death threats.

The suit asserts claims for breach of contract and intentional interference with contractual relations.
It seeks compensatory, special and punitive damages, as well as interest, litigation costs and
attorney fees.

"Kid Cudi's attempts to silence freedom of artistic expression and speech on his 'Rebel Rager's Tour'
cannot go unchallenged," M.I.A. told Law360 in a statement Monday. "Censorship is something M.I.A.
has fought against her whole career. For decades, M.I.A. has used her platform to speak on human
rights and other complex global issues as a refugee who became a global star."

"It is well known to Kid Cudi and the world that she has never been shy about communicating her
heartfelt views through her music and her dialogue with fans," the statement continues. "Kid Cudi's
claimed shock over her comments he now labels as 'offensive,' and his abrupt and unjustified
termination of her performance agreement, is a desperate attempt to sell tickets for his tour that was
drastically underselling."

A representative for Kid Cudi could not be immediately contacted.

M.I.A. is represented by Howard E. King and Heather L. Pickerell of King Holmes Paterno & Soriano
LLP.

Counsel information for Kid Cudi was not immediately available.

The case is Mathangi Arulpragasam et al. v. Scott Ramon Seguro Mescudi, case number 2:26-cv-
05768, in the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California.

--Editing by Vaqas Asghar.

Update: This article has been updated with a statement from M.I.A.
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